
 
 

Northwest High School 800 Lafayette Rd.  931-648-5675 
 Clarksville, TN 37042  

Dear 2020 Graduates, 

This was not the end to the school year that any of us imagined, especially for you all.  I imagine that by now you all have 

settled into a “new normal,” whatever that may be for you, and are starting to seriously look at what the next chapter of 

your life will be. I want you all to know that I am incredibly proud of each and every one of you.  You have shown our 

community that you are equipped to handle the tough things in life from this experience alone.  You are ready for 

what’s next.  Do not doubt yourself.  But before you go, I want to leave you with a few pieces of advice before you start 

your journey into true adulthood… 
 

1. No matter what, you always have control over two things: your attitude and your effort.  You have the ability 

to change the outlook in any situation with those two things alone. 
 

2. Sometimes, the grass is not always greener on the other side.  Sometimes, the grass is greener where you water 

it. This goes back to my previous comment about effort. What you put in often determines what you get out. 
 

3. You don’t have to have it all figured out right now. Life is a journey, and you can change course whenever 

needed. “Do the best you can until you know better.  Then, when you know better, do better.” (Maya Angelou) 
 

4. For those of you that are off to college this fall, there is the one thing I want you to remember…you never turn 

down an opportunity for free food or a free t-shirt!  Those opportunities often also give you a chance to meet 

new and interesting people.  Take advantage.  
 

5. If you remember nothing else from me this year or in this letter, remember this...All you really need to do is 

work hard and be nice to people. If you do those two things, you are sure to find success. 
 

Seniors, this is not the end.  This is your beginning.  I am grateful to have had the opportunity to serve you during your last 

four years of school.  I hope you keep a piece of Northwest High School in your heart and always stay #VikingStrong! 

 

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams.  Live the life you have imagined!” (Henry David Thoreau). 
 

Sincerely,  

 
Jessica Peppard 
 


